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Introduction 

The word Globalization is now used widely to sum up today’s world order. It 

means they increasingly integrate the world into one capitalist Political economy 

operating under a neo-liberal free market ideology. Economic globalization as witnessed 

in the world today is not a new Phenomenon. It has been evolving for the past several 

years and gaining momentum day by day The trend at present, is a shift from a world 

economy based on national market economies to a borater less global market economy 

increasingly global market economy increasingly governed by one set of rules. In this 

context, globalization means global economic liberalization, developing a global 

financial system and a transnational Production system is based on a homogenized 

worldwide law of value. The demise of the cold war helped the emergence of a new 

aggressive competitive global economic order. This was possible mainly due to the 

integration of the newly industrialized countries and much of the developing nations. 

Although globalization and market liberalization have made some progress in terms of 

economic growth in certain countries, it has also had many negative impacts in 

developing societies. 

There are many different definitions of globalization, but most acknowledge the 

greater movement of people, goods, capital and ideas due to increased economic 

integration which in turn is propelled by increased trade and investment. It is like to 

moving towards living in a borderless world. 

Globalization, Development and Human Rights 

 

The relation between globalization, development and human rights raises policy 

and legal questions. One such question is whether globalization of market-oriented 

economic system is essential for development and protection of human rights? While 
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searching for an answer to this question we should  analyze  how  we perceive the 

concept of development and human rights, especially in the context of developing 

countries. Human rights have become an integral part of the process of globalization in 

many ways. The Western countries are increasingly using their view of human rights 

concept as a yardstick to judge developing countries and to deal with economic and trade 

relations to extend development assistance. At the same time globalization intensifies 

impoverishment by increasing the poverty, insecurity, fragmentation of society and thus 

violates human rights and human dignity of millions of people. 

Development or economic development is widely perceived as a historical 

process that takes place in almost all societies characterized by economic growth and 

increased production and consumption of goods and services. Development is also 

often used in a normative sense as a multi-valued social goal covering such diverse 

spheres as better material well-being,living, standards, education, health care. Wider 

opportunities for work and leisure, and in essence the whole gamut of desirable social 

and material welfare. But, in today's globalization, the concept of development itself is 

interpreted differently and the concept of right to development is not taken seriously. 

The Preamble of the Declaration of the Right to Development, adopted by the 

UN General Assembly in 1986, describes " development as a comprehensive 

economic, social, cultural and political p r o c e s s t h a t a i m s a t t h e c o n s t a n t 

improvement of the well-being of the entire population and of all individuals on the 

basis of their active, free and meaningful participation in development and in the fair 

distribution of resulting benefits". The 1990 UN Global Consultation on the Right to 

Development as a Human Right, stated that the right to development is an inalienable 

human right with the human being as the central subject to the right and that all the 

aspects of the right to development set forth in the Declaration of the Right to 

Development are indivisible and interdependent, and these include civil, political, 

economic, social, and cultural rights. It was further maintained that the right to 

development is the right of i nd i vi du a l s , gr o u ps an d p eo pl es t o participate in, 

contribute to, and enjoy continuous economic, social, cultural and political 

development, in which all human rights and fundamental freedoms can be fully 

realized. A development strategy that disregards or interferes with human rights is the 

very negation of development. 
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The aims and objectives of the so-called development models promoted by 

different governments or international development agencies are not compatible with 

human rights standards. A new model of development ideology is being promoted that 

is based on the market and its logic. Several decades of discussion on alternative 

development model is withering away and a dominant model of market-oriented 

development taking roots in that place. As a result of the globalization process, more 

negative effects are visible now. Global integration of the structures, processes, and 

ideologies produce injustice, oppression, exploitation and mal- development in 

society. The systematic integration of the forces that are dominant in the globalization 

process intensifies human rights violations. 

Impact of Globalization of Human Rights 

 

Globalization has its winners and losers. With the expansion of trade, market, 

foreign investment, developing countries have seen the gaps among themselves widen. 

The imperative to liberalize has demanded a shrinking of state involvement in national 

life, producing a wave of privatization, cutting jobs, slashing health, education and 

food subsidies, etc. affecting the poor people in society. In many cases, liberalization 

has been accompanied by greater inequality and people are left trapped in utter 

poverty. Meanwhile, in many industrialized countries unemployment has soared to 

levels not seen for many years and income disparity to levels not recorded since last 

century. The collapses of the 

Economies of the Asian Tigers are examples of this. The Human Development Report 

of 1997 revealed that poor countries and poor people too often find their interests 

neglected as a result of globalization. Although globalization of the economy has been 

characterized as a locomotive for productivity, opportunity, technological progress, 

and uniting the world, it ultimately causes increased impoverishment, social disparities 

and violations of human rights. That is what we see today. 
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Development and Human Rights 

 

It has long been accepted by the United Nations and in most international forums 

that "developed" countries should provide aid in the form of grants and loans to the 

developing countries. The Gen er a l Assembly has, by consensus resolutions, called for 

such development aid to reach 0.7 per cent of the GNP of developed countries. Actually 

less than half of that target has been attained. For example, the United States gives only 

less than 0.2 per cent, instead of 0.7 per cent. 

Overseas Development Aid (ODA) presents debatable issues from the 

perspective of human rights. For example, it raises the question whether aid should be 

directed mainly to reducing poverty and providing social services to the needy or 

whether priority should be given to economic growth and strengthening infrastructure. 

Another key question of a legal political characteristic is whether the recipient 

government or the donor state should have a decisive voice. The developing states 

emphasize their primary responsibility for development of the country and their right to 

self-determination in respect of the economy and resources. Donor countries tend to 

emphasize their narrow concepts of human rights as a prerequisite to sanction 

development assistance.  They also emphasize the pragmatic political fact that aid is not 

likely to be provided if the beneficiary states violated basic human rights. According to 

Mikhail Assize, human rights have become another arsenal of Western countries in their 

bid to bring recalcitrant Third World nations to heel in their New World Order. 

Conclusion 

 

Globalization, without doubt, is the most controversial concept of the current 

times that has evoked a worldwide debate over its gloss logy as well as practice. 

Leaving apart the scientific, technological and economic aspects which have received 

enough attention in the past, of late, there has been a shift in the thought perception of 

the, scholars over the issue. The social, cultural, ecological, environmental, ethical and 

humanitarian dimensions of the process have been put to serious discussion and 

thought. 
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The impact of globalization as it becomes evident in economic sphere has not 

left social and political sphere untouched. In the economic sphere as there is greater 

emphasis on Privatization and opening of economy for foreign- capital, in political 

sphere too, the first world's institutions and standards are projected as a model. 

Individualism is re-emphasized in recognition of not only a form of individual's 

freedom of creating wealth and property but also as living a life of dignity that entails 

availability of basic necessities of life like food, water and shelter. Freedom from 

want, fear and insecurity is the basic condition to be human. As the globalization sets 

in the reality of Indian state's multiple failures have come in glare more sharply than 

before, The rising poverty and unemployment, the mal-treatment
,
 of davits and women 

in society, rampant child labor, illiteracy, high dropout of children from school, 

burgeoning corruption, no transparent bureaucracy and unaccountable police force all 

have come to stand out in light of fruits of globalization in form of acquired and 

manifested riches of a section of society that has benefited from the opening of 

economy and privatization. 
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